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Biralght up the ehimmer of heat
rose from scorching ssnd, unflecked
by & palmful of wind, A blistering
sun atlll heat upon the back of the
travelor headed west; for IL was not
yel noon,

The  wqueaking stirrupdoathers
chifed rasplngly against the cowhide
bool-lege in the monotony of the lttls
pony's pace, whilo sglung holster and
felt-coverad onntesn thumpoed the thigh
with ocenalonnl Irregularity, The pack
animal, head oxtended in  unwilling
tead, and out of timd to the moint,
tlatiered stoues In woaried clumsi-
neRs,

The horseman wore a blue flannel
shirt, twn buttons open al the throat
and gleoverolled to the albow, reveals
Ing a thick chest and forearms, deep-
Iy Wrowned and slnewy,

Occasionally, at a stumble of the
little beant that  seomed to fopl the
heat, the man would Jerk him up and,
for & moment, would ho womewhnt
shaken from the thonghts which sol
the broad upper Hp in lines of tenslon,
The dual, finepowdered and  atkall
white, rone and settled Into the very
weave of the clothes

The non passed averhond and began
to lpok under the hat brim It was
mivendy past time for the midday hall.,
No apot diffored from  another  suffi-
clently to mark any distinction an n
resting pliee; mo, with the indifference
of worn cosiom the traveler grunted
B halt and swung himself slowly from

It Was Not Yet Noon.

the snddle. He flung the bridie lines
forwnrd over the head of the lttle
pony Lthat, head down and rooted to
the untled . lines of command, stood
panting, bellowsglded and with pulsat-
ing nostrils

With a stiffness of step reminiscent
of the saddle, the wan wonl back to
the prek anlmal mand unfastened two
morrals, Ioto each of these feeding
bags he poared . mensire of corn and
then slipped them over the panting
noses. Tho beasts crunchod away al
the graing Instinctively, but with lttle
of the zest of appetiged onjoyment,

e loosenod the cinch glrt and drow
off the heavy saddle tree, Mung it bo-
gide the horse and removed the damp
blanket beneath which the halr lay
wet and plastersd, with  the edges
foamed. He stroked the hot back and
expmined where ithe saddle had
galled; then he turned and took from
a saddlehag a half-dogen biscult and
seated himsell Turk-lashlon alongside
the trall

He munched this dry fodder, which
clung 1o the teeth, and strove (o wash
it down by applications of the cantecn
of waler, alkalb-whitened and cutting,
The pewter neck tasted bitter and
the gurgle lent no refroshiment.

The sun was ot s hottest, He took
off the broad-brimmed felt hat, which
was sweated through te the unraveled
ribbon, and fanped  his  red-banded
forehead, The brain was becoming
numb (o reason and takipg on the Are
of the desert.

He got to his feet with & curse, took

the morrals from the horses and,
throwing out the fow remaining
gralng, restored them to the pack

Mounting agaln, he pulled down the
hat brim and kept on toward the sun,
now an hour toward scotiing, The
country rolled with the Incessanot
waved of the praivie, hill and divide
with here and there the guarled moes
guite bushes, thorny and forbldding,
deep, slrongly-roated, and almost cov-
arad by the sand storms when the
wind did blow.

A qulck jump beside tho trall just
ahond startled both horse and rider,
and the plaing jaclk-rabbit mude off, &
streak of swift, grany ungainliness
Then, sgain, only the muifled thud,
thud of the hoofs In sund came Lo con-
pelousness.

The rider, heud bent in & sort of
apathy, was mochanioally droning over
an old tupe to the rhythmleal step,
And all the tme the sun st dazslod
down apon him und the demon of the
lope pralrie was svill working. The
trall led on In Ity fuintness,

Horse and ridor topped o rive, A
divide of unusunl breadih luy before
them. A change came ovir both man
and beast, Mach bad spied a clump of
trees; an ohsls of weleome shade and,
maybe, water Lven the pack aolmal
quickoned paees . .

Thars, in n nest of green, tricklsd
A spring. .

e sprang from his horae afd bur
led his face in the coolness. Unsad.
dling bls mount, he took (he pack
from the other pony and led them (o
the watdr. The worn animals drank
thelr AN, the undulations of swallbw-
fog ruaning ripples up thelr tired
necks. Even after they hid enough,
they kept thelr noses in the appreci
ated nectar, loth to leave, and with
oyes half closed In contentment,

Husied at firemaking, the man
caught sight of n wpeck that wan
hvading towards the clump of troes

from the wost. Loading his horses
aslde, he stamped out the new hlaze,
drow n Colt 456 and walted behind a
favoring sholter,

The newcomer came  more  plainly
into view, zig-sagging along the al
most indiscernible way. Trails  that
letid nnywhere are never straight,

The fontures of the man in wialting
tengloned, The man from the west
swung along In the eany nbandon of
one who has found a good borth,

Within 50 feet of meeling the hid.
den puck animal coughed, The new
comer stralghtened, drew, nnd scanned
The man In  ambush holsterod  his
woenpon, stopped with  easy nonchal
ance into view and sang out:

“Holgho! You shore truvel mighly
quint.- Come on up, Just bullding a

binze.  Allfired fine Jay' for the night,
aln't 10
The othar's altitude oased and he

rode on dp, followed by o pack-weight
ol burro,

“Gave me aoirt of a Joit,” mnid he.
“You know, T didn't see yon at all.”

“Haven't heen lhere long  mysell,”
was thesanswer from the lps that had
not yet Jost thelr detormined aot, al
though the tone of volee was genial
and the welcome had the note of
henrtiness,

The now man digmounied and jan-
gled hls way up to the other,

"Shake!” sald he

The other stretehad out hils hand,

"Tom Worth!” exclalmed the ar
rival,

“Yeg, but how the dovil did you
know 17

“Why, I'm Jim Throng Don't
know me In thiz growth, eh? Remem-
her when | gave wou that scar with
lemima's chicken  hatchet when  we
were Kida playing Indlans back yone
dopr?™

Tom's firm mouth suppled, and he
amiled in gquiel reminiscence,

“Well,” sald he, "U'm more surprised
thitn von are, for | sure wasn't expeet-

ing to meot-—=you,.”
They bustled about fryving pan and
coffee, and, with the accompaniment

off the near-by erunching beasts, they
st aboul their meal,

“Sav, Tom, 've been through It 1
tell you; but I've got the dust at
last”

Jim drew from his shirt a bag and
lingered lis yellow contenis,

“AL the mines,” he explained. “More
In the puck, too,” pointing to where
It lay

“Tell mé all about f, Tim,"” sald
Tom, thumbing and lighiing a well
erusted pipe. "IU's been il least soven
years sinee 've seon Yo"

Quiet had come upon him
lay back In sttentive attitude,

“Waell,”  hegan  Jim, “l ran  away
wonl hefore vyou did, Upse and downs!
O eoutrse, most downs, Then 1 struek
Palto back horo a steip. Proty decont
place, Ever hit it?

“Just come from there yesterday,”
drawled Tom In nnswer,

"Then you know it. Well, I rloted
around the place a Hitle th 1 fell in
love with as preily a girl as vou ever
did wee. Such a face-—hand —fool!"

"So?" smbled Tom

“Yep, 1 dido’t have any wherewiih;
a0 the old min—nlee old chap, too—
told me If 'd buek up and win out |
conld havae her”

“She love vou, too?"

"Sald she did. Anyway, she prom:
ised both the old man and me she'd
marry me when I came back. I struck
for the mines, and, by Gad! I've won
out, as you see, and back I go. Won-
der I'm n Jittle joyful?"

“1 shounld say not. My band on It,
Jim,"

They spread out their blanketis, (oot
(o the dying fire, and ndjusted the
high eantled saddies for ptllows. Jim
was the tirst to reach that quiet pre-
ceding sieep, and just before he slid
from consclousness he murmured s
girl’s nnme.

The wiing of that nume, go unexpect.
od, hrought Tom to a Witiing posture,
The riging moon, In prairle clearness,
shonae on his blanched  face,

He guietly lighted & matech and,
pips between knees sal untll the gray
duwn thut chills the toes, Little by
Hitle that old, #rim detarmination sel
tled pelf back Into thode hard lines
ol fixity,

As the red streaks first appearad he
rose ocalmly, drew u serviesworn
shenth-knlte and stepped over toward
the sleeping man. Jim moved and the
bng of gold-dust fell from his  shirt-
front. Tom reached for it and tossed
it aglde, It fell near a grazing pony,
The animal gnulled at the pouch, then
turned aside and  clipped  another
mouthiul of gross.

Jim's shirt Iny partly open and the
knife gleamed close.

The next second Tom stepped qulet-
ly wway,

Tom gured long at the spokes of the
vistng sun, the knife still clenched.
e radeed (0 to his own blue shirt. The
point paried the weave. He stopped,

With calm dellberation he stroked
the hlade mcross hils  breeches and
ghonthed It He went and started a
fivee, The ponles looked interested.

After 0 while Tom stepped over to
the bug of gobl, brought it back ang
fuy 1t beslde gquietfaced Jim. Then he
tapped the shionlder of the sleaper,

“I way, Jim, old wan, the colfee's

bumu" .

and he
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Mr Harvey, the cammuter, Was
painfully rending the latest story of
ithee troate’ alleged wickedneps when
Mr., Bolting, freight  conductor off
dutly, shoved bis labor journal in his
faco with & bebvy finger lald upon &
name at the top of & caplinlized list

of new exeoutive ofoers of n groat
western rallrond

“Thora’ll bo Barmony In th board,
Il vight,” ehopekled My, Bolting. "Yon

knew our old division superintendont,
dn’t you?"

“Only slightly, thank you,” sald M,
Fiarvey, studying the name A poftl
spoken, short, siont [rish gentleman,
with a cast, 1 think."”

“Tha same,” observed Mr. Bolting,
‘with a glngs bl neck; and
phort mustache, just turnin’, and them
shoulders, hey?

I tel) wou mbout the time he hicd
the shorbspokaen, tall, thin  Germin

oyae, o

goentlemun who's ronnin’ the engine
today up for divelpline=-"

“Oh, don't!™ pleadad Mr. Harvey
“The whole train knows that sftory
Here, read thig Nfe inpurnnce pleco,
e scandnlous.”

“Thnnks,” pursted Mr. Bolting, re

Tentlossly, Iaying the newspaper adtop
of his Ml dinoner pail The onginee:
weedl to have a dirty Duteh temper
whan he was firin’ and so sl hands
et conldo't help plaguin' him,
one any the hagenge mintor overdid
it out on the branch lne and got bhim
goln'.”

Mr. Harvoy sank back
nearglosed evellds he watched
smooth, splral revolving of (he tole.
groph poles as the fier shot along
Mr. Bolting, llke the teain, went on

“Ray, It was geand'lons!  The paly
of ‘em fought all over the sidin’ and
switches In plain sight of the Pull
mang and all them swell commuters,
They held her, too, for nlgh on o two
minites before the rost of the erow
could drog "em back on thelr jobs.

“They had twa foll days think
it over before things happensd. ‘Then
the baggage master got shifted fo &
htllll. hl'l'u'\'. ll'll'i!i rn whero hao
wouldn't have time to rag firemaoen oOf
anythin' else but trunks and baby
wagony, and the firemian was ordered
upstairs.

“T"he boss belleved In settlin’ things
man to man. Whon thore was tronble
on the rond he'd find ont who wis at
the bottom of it, and then, Hke #s
pot, he'd eall the man up to his pri-
viite office, anap the door, and tell
I him what he thought about it till the
man wounld hit him or quit.”

“l recall” sald Mr, Harvey, “he told
the ¥. M. . A. that good radlroad ma-
terial was very scacce, and that when
the road got the men it wanted It
offered them every inducement to—"

“Don’t Interrupt,” snapped My, Bolt
fng, “And then, as | was sayin’, he'd
give digelpline necordin’, with never a
cent to pay.  He dido’t go much on
finin' or suspendin’.

"800 he gpoke his piece to the fire-
man and the fleeman told him he
wonldn't dare thnt to him out on
the Lrincks The boss siadd It 4l ovey
Mght there, and the Areman told him
be wos too old and too Hitle, and
that he wouldn't hit 4 one-eyed man
anyhow

"Then the gald things about
the Duteh In general and tho Prus
glang In purtic’lar, and told the fre

Through

to

WYy

ks

mitn he was some olher kind of a
fradd eat bheside
“Not hearin' nothin® for hall oan

hour, the chiel clerk ealled the opera
tor and the private secretary to hack
him up and open the door,

“Say, it was seand loug,.  There was
the superintendent of diviston und the

fireman lyin' on the pet hogelin'
mach other., ‘They'd upsel svery stiek
of furnlture exceptin® the blg  dosk

Fhey'd slammed that Into a4 window
and swept 1t elear The hoss's b
pye was knocked clean out of his heagd
and t'other was shut.  The HAreman
rouldn't see out of either of his,
nelther. And there they lay, the hons
and the freman, both clean windod,
iggin' oach other, and still passin’
each other love taps, like lonereent
ehildren,

“Well, 1 company doctor worked on
‘am Il after dark befores they wan
fit to send home Lo thelr wives, An'
the boss didn't five the fireman, nelth
nr. He gavo him & locomotive of
hig own before the year was out,"

“Hut these (rusta are simply aw-
| ful. We voters must get fogether
the next blg oleotion,” suggesied Mr.
Hurvey,s wearlly reaching for  his
[m WHDRDEL.
| Mr. Boltiug quickly transferred it
to his own Inslde pocket
| "Bame as me and yvou and

Lthe rest

lof the traln did Inst time, hey?" ho
frotocied, pleasantly smiling upon his
companion and close bultoning his
Ceatherdined  ponfacket. “Cheer ap.

The comeot's comin'.

Condemns “Moral Parasitos.”

A Jewish dlergyman in Brooklyn
writing sbout people who habitunlly
nttend services at tho synngogue with-
put contributing toward s maloten-
ance clls them “moral parasktes” aod
deseribes thom further as Yindividusls
whose religious e stells lis sub-
stance from others.” He save there
are women “parnsitos” also und that
he has Known women “"to heat or slesl
thelr way through religions life."

Weedy.

“Maude” wanis to kbow w  good
mothod of exierminnting weeds from
arr Aower garden.  Kver ey having
ey oxteaeted by o pololess dentlst,
duude i Exchnoge.

the |

WILL DARN OWN 80CKS,
Bridegroom Alss Agress to Wash
Disher and Grow Beard,
Chicago.~The Iatesl in marriags
contraeln wan bhrought (o light the
othey day when It hecame known that
Frank Marehant and Miss Bolla Ryor-
ly, wallknown figures In Park Ridge
soclety elreles, had elopod to Milwau

kee and were married,

Marchant, who waa ons of the mest
persistent suitors the world of love
his ever Rnown, signed the following

contract before  Miwn  Ryerly con:
gontend 1o the corcmony

To darn Wk own xocks.

To give up smoking

To attend church mestingr regu
Inrly.

T wr!nh the supper dishes every

diy oxoept on Sunday

To woar whiskere (If he oan ralse

them),

To visit hls motherin-law nt loaat
four times & montt

To kipe his wite phefare and after

avery meal except on Sundns

While It may be inferred from this
Ihat Mre. Marchant g the director of
the family, she in in no sense one of
tha spoalled “now"” women., Bhe aava
frankly that, nx ph war altractive

enough to marey any avallable voupg
man In Park Ridage, she eoncluded to
lay dawn a few jaws for (he man
whom ahe aceeptod

She does not lke (o0 wash dishes
:nnf! thinks oncthivd  of the labor
should go to the man Bhe Is  not
uverse (o darnin witkw, bt helloves
nomn Wl be more carelnl of his foot
woent IF he mends the holes thereln
Smoking she will uot wolerate, As for

whiskers, she s

‘A nowly-marricd man is bound to
kirs his wife, aud If ha dosa not shave
morning and  nlght her eomplexion
will soom be rulned.  Mownt mon shave
every other day, hence my husband
must riafge o beard

HER NAME WAS ON A BISCUIT.

Romance Begun ai Time of Earth.
quiake Mas Happy Ending.

Freeno, Cal=—=A &
Francisco fire of 4
| Drought aboul an In
The i les
hero and herolne of the story are 8
M. Bvans, editor of the Fresno ‘Tribe
|nuu. and Miss Muitiie Babeock, well

cult and the Ban

veur ago have
resting romance

who Agure as

Lwo young |

known in soclety hore
1 Froano Was on
| to profer ald to the sivicken people of
| Ban Franelseo., Cavloud vpon enrload
of cooked food and clothing was sont
:Iu relieve the sullorory Misn Buab-
cock, among  others, contributed to
the supply, sending o quantity of daln.
ty biscults. Im &« epirit of Jest a
friend of hers wrote Mise Buboook's
name and address vpon the bottom of
one of the biscnie,  Several days
later it fell into tho hands of Kvans,
who was at thet time residing in
San  Francisco,  Pleased with the
quality of the bisenit and entering
Into the spivit of the loke, he wrote
to the young Ilndy thunking her for
the biscult she had sent him

Correspondence  eame  qulck
fast between  the  two, untll
Evans made np his mind to
down and wee the falr conk.
evituble followed, and now
Cupld ix crowing over his victory In
the biseult factory, 1t s rumored the
wedding will follow soon.

of the first towna

and
finnlly
comn
The in

young

FIND BURROS VERY USEFUL,

Much of the Transportation In Mexico

Done by These Animals.
Wushlngton viee Consul General

Alhert de Baer, of Mexieo City, report
| Ing on the commeralal posggibilities of
sthe Mexican hurro, snys:

| "The Mexiean buree, ar donkey, in
| spite of its lowly eondition and al
most poetical pullenee, has ploved sn
importient role in the commereinl life
of thig country ne ons of the meuns of

tranaportation of merchandlse The
traffic between the rallroad sintions
and Interlor polntd  must still  be

handled hy burro  transportation
While the ox cart I8 In use in many
parts of the country, the burro s
much the switier earrler. The burro
In alwo un Importnnt fector in the
mining Industry, chiefly as an ore car
rier

“In the citios ho serves in n varinty

of capucities, eing wsed (o corey
charcoal, vegetnblog, forage or uny
other article that hig master dedicon

Lo transport, o matter gsuged by the
strengih of the hnrro's back

AN wnlma nverage welght, 500
pounds, will ¢ In the nelghborhond
af 220 pounds and travel an

||H'n;u|rn- of 3 nidles pear day,”

average

Gift Sword In Pawnshop.
Trenton, N The banpdsame gift
sword present during the civil war
by the elty of Now York to Flest Lisu

| tenant Henrs Tudnh and rocontly
found In a powoshop in thin clty, Is
to be veclalmod by the stite and for
warded 1 Inte lleulenint's

nophoew, Hor R Judah, asslstant
geporkl paagencor ngent of the South
ern Pacifie rallrond, now Hyilng In Sun
Franoigeo, ‘The sword originally de-
soended to u relutivewho I8 supposed |
to have pawned IC here,

Unecle Responds Liberally.

Bl Paso, George E. Spencer,
glok In the county hospltal and pén
plless, wrote o oo unele in Butie,
Mont., whose name he will not give,
but whom he had neYer seen, aiking

1'ex

tor ald, and todsy the American Na
tlonal bank wad advisgd by wire by
the unole that 85500 Wks placed 1o
the slek man's credity Cashlor Wyatt, |
of the bank, removeds the man 1o s
pomfortable voom WG & hotel,  Spen
cor's wile Is o Uiidhs and will be |
yout iur, SRl |
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